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Section A 

Answer TWO (2) of the following questions. These are essay-type questions and should be 

answered as such. 

Question 1 (35 marks) 

Discuss the paradox of inverted racism in Ndebele’s short story “Music of the Violin” 

(350-400 words) 

OR 

Question 2 (35 marks) 

Zakes Mda’s book Ways of Dying abounds with examples of violence. 

In a well considered essay of 350-400 words comment on the violence in the book and show 

why Mda has used so many different scenes of violence in his narrative of the lives of Toloki 

and Noria. 

OR 

Question 3 (35 marks) 

In a well considered essay of 350-400 words discuss the factors that brought about Oedipus’ 

downfall. Refer to the text for examples to enhance your argument.



SECTION B: 

Answer ONE (1) of the following questions. 

Question1  (essay-type) (30 marks) 

How is Sidi responsible for her own situation, where she ends up being one of Baroka’s many 

wives, in Soyinkas play The Lion and the Jewel ? 

OR 

Question 2 (30 marks) 

Read the poem “| love You, My Gentle One” by Ralph Bitamazire and answer the questions that 

follow. 

| Love You, My Gentle One 

| love you, my gentle one: 

My love is the fresh milk in the rubindi 

Which you drank on the wedding day; 

My love is the butter we were smeared with 

To seal fidelity into our hearts. 

You are the cattle-bird’s egg, 

For those who saw you are wealthy; 

You are the papyrus reed of the lake, 

Which they pull out with both hands. 

And | sing for you with tears 

Because you posess my heart:



| love you, my gentle one. 

Ralph Bitamazire 

2.1 What is the poem about? Give your answer in one paragraph of 60 words. 

(10) 

2.2 From whose viewpoint do you get the message of the poem? Justify your answer. 

(4) 

2.3 Briefly comment on the use of mataphors in the poem. 

(6) 

2.4 To what extent does the poem succeed in conveying its theme? 

(6) 

2.5 What is the tone of the poem? 

(4) 

[30] 
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